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Ireland have no advocates except the Chnrch; because
there, political freedom is founded on Divine authority;
but if you mean by political freedom the schemes of the
illuminati and the freemasons which perpetually torture the
Continent, all the dark conspiracies of the secret societies,
there, I admit, the Church is in antagonism with such
aspirations after liberty; those aspirations, in fact, are
blasphemy and plunder; and if the Church were to be
destroyed, Europe would be divided between the Atheist
and the Communist/

There was a pause; the conversation had unexpectedly
arrived at a point where neither party cared to pursue it.
Lothair felt he had said enough; the Cardinal was dis-
appointed with what Lothair had said. His Eminence felt
that his late ward was not in that ripe state of probation
which he had fondly anticipated; but being a man not
only of vivid perception, but also of fertile resource, while
he seemed to close the present conversation, he almost
immediately pursued his object by another combination of
means. Noticing an effect of scenery which pleased him,
reminded him of Styria, and so on, he suddenly said:
' You should travel.'

'Well, Bertram wants mo to go to Egypt with him,'
said Lothair.

* A most interesting country,' said the Cardinal, ' and
well worth visiting. It is astonishing what a good guide
old Herodotus still is in that land ! But you should know
something of Europe before you go there. Egypt is rather
a land to end with. A young man should visit the- chief
capitals of Europe, especially the seats of learning and the
arts. If my advice were asked by a young man who con-
templated travelling on a proper scale, I should say begin
with Rome. Almost all that Europe contains is derived
from Rome. It is always best to go to the fountain-head,
to study the original. The society too, there, is delightful: